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After interpellations, the President said he had received a letter signed by 55
members requesting him to resign as the Council had passed a resolution of no-
confidence in him. The President remarked that his duty was perfectly clear and
therefore he should not resign.

Asked by Mr, M. M. Rafi, the President gave the ruling that a member suspend-
ed for the session is debarred from entering not only the chamber but the Council
precincts as Council included the whole premises.

Not only the retrenchment report discussions but all the resolutions lapsed, the
members being absent, excepting that moved by Sir Joseph Maung Qyi recomend-
ing to the Government to appoint a committee of the House to enquire and report
how the office of the Council should be made independent of any Government
control and reorganised. The Home Member said Government would participate in
the discussion. The resolution was passed unopposed.

The Council agreed, on the motion of the Home Member, fco extend the time by
which thcJSelect Committees on two Burma Village Amendment Bills were instructed
to report, till the first day allotted to non-official business at the next session of
the Council. The President then read the orders of the Governor proroguing the
Council,

The Assam Legislative Council

AUTUMN SESSION-SHILLONG-llth. to 22nd. SEPTEMBER 1934

Opening the autumn session of the Assam Legislative Council at Shillong on the
17th. September 1934, His Excellency Sir Michael Keane reviewed the position of the
province from several standpoints,

Bcferring to the criticisms regarding the extension of the life of the Council he
pointed out that five years was not an extravagant period, that it was the period
foreshadowed in the White Paper for future legislative councils and that seven years
was the period contemplated for the provinces with Upper Chambers. Now that
the Constitution Bill would become law in the near ftUuro he believed that most
people would admit that a general election was not at this stage worth the expense
and harrassment involved and that the reasons behind the decision to extend the
life of the Council were sound, fair and disinterested.

His Excellency was glad that the province was entirely peaceful and undisturbed
and said that the powers which the Council gave the Government by passing the
Assam Criminal Law Amendment Act last session had been used with caution and
it seemed that Government measures to deal with terrorist activities bad met with
general approval for their complete eradication. His Excellency thought that some-
thing more than penal laws wero required in order to ensure this.

He next referred to the influence of homes and schools on the young people.
'If young people are allowed freely to hear conversations that border on disloyalty
and fco read papers that are just clever enough to keep within the margin line of
sedition you may be quite sure that the young and excited mind will not draw any
fine distinctions, but will proceed to ruin on the path where the coward's finger has
indicated the way. If public opinion now awakening marks its abhorrence of the
terrorists' doing and ideas and if the people themselves take measures which they
only can take to protect the young from contamination the movement will wither
before the public condemnation. This counter-movement has started and I trust
that it will be taken up by parents, guardians and all public men in the towns
and villages. Referring to the recent floods, His Excellency observed that the damages
was confined to a part of Nowgong and the submotane portion of Sylhet district, the
losses in the former being much the heavier. Gratuitous relief was given to all in
emergent distress3 seed grain was supplied and free grants and loans were given to
replace the lost cattle. Provisions had also been made for agricultural loans, No
demand made by District Officers for measures of relief had been refused. His
Excellency paid a high tribute to the leading gentry who had formed relief com-